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Degree Institution Date 
Ph.D. University of Kentucky 1977 
M.A. University of Kentucky 1972 
B.A. Chadron State College 1970 
A.A. Nebraska Western College 1967 

 
PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS 
 

Rank or Position Institution Dates 
Professor Iowa State University 1987-present 
Director (Professor-in-Charge) North Central Regional Center for Rural  

 Development 1984-1994 

Assistant Director North Central Regional Center for Rural  
 Development 1983-1984 

Associate Professor Iowa State University 1982-1987 
Assistant Professor Iowa State University 1978-1982 
Extension Rural Sociologist University of Florida 1976-1978 
Research Specialist University of Kentucky 1974-1976 
Research Assistant University of Kentucky 1971-1974 
Teaching Assistant University of Kentucky 1970 

 
TEACHING INTERESTS 
 

Adoption and Diffusion of Innovations, Community, Social Change and Development, 
Community and Rural Development, Environmental sociology 

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 

Entrepreneurship as a strategy for rural community economic development. 
Adoption and diffusion of innovations in rural populations. 
Change and development in rural communities. 
The social implications of natural resource development. 
 

 
 
 



DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
 

Department Research Coordinator, 1991, 2004-2009. 
Department Graduate Curriculum Committee, Chair, 2006-2008. 
Department Executive Committee, 1987-88, 1993-95, 2004-2007; Chair, 1987-88, 1993-94. 
Graduate Student Recruitment and Admissions Committee, Chair, 2002-03. 
Food Systems, Environment, and Agriculture Prelim Exam Committee, Chair, 2002-03. 
Community Studies and Development Prelim Exam Committee, 2002-03. 
Seminar Committee, 2002-03. 
Social Change and Development Prelim Exam Committee Chair, 1994-00. 
Gamma Sigma Delta Department Liaison, 1994-00. 
Social Change and Development Program of Study Committee, Chair, 1985-99. 
Alpha Kappa Delta Faculty Advisor, 1996-00. 
Rural Sociology Prelim Committee Chair, 1995-96. 
Department Development Committee, Chair, 1988-91. 
Graduate Curriculum Committee, 1985-86, 1986-87, 1999-01, Chair, 2000-01, 2006-07. 
Graduate Faculty Membership Committee, 1983-84, 1984-85. 
Graduate Student Recruitment and Admissions Committee, 1982-83, 1995-98, Chair, 1996-

97, 2002-04. 
Faculty Recruitment Committees, 1980, 1981, 1984, 1989, 1992, 1995, 1996, 2003, 2004, 

2005, 2006. 
Faculty Development Committee, 1980/81, Chair, 1992/93. 
Graduate Student Foreign and Minority Relations Subcommittee, 1978/79, Chair, 1979/80. 

 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
 

Faculty Senate Council on Judiciary and Appeals Investigating Subcommittees, 2003-2009. 
Faculty Senate Committee on Non-tenure Eligible Research Faculty, 2006-07. 
Faculty Senate, 1998-04, 2006-2009. 
Faculty Senate Liaison to the University Child Care Committee, 1998-2002. 
Faculty Senate Council on Judiciary and Appeals, 2002-04. 
Review Panel for Faculty Study in a Second Discipline Proposals, 1999-00. 
Science, Technology and Society Program Advisory Committee for Dean John Mayfield, 

1995-01. 
Review Panel for ISU Graduate College Science, Technology and Society Research Grants 

Program, 1996 and 1997. 
Professor-in-Charge, North Central Regional Center for Rural Development, 1984-1994.  

Provided the opportunity for ISU faculty to have involvement in multi-disciplinary and multi-
state research and outreach projects, and financial support and training for graduate 
students. 

Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture Human Systems Issue Team, 1988-95. 
Iowa State University/University of Iowa Rural Health Consortium, 1988-89. 
Economics Department Graduate Faculty Committee, 1988-89, 1991-92. 
Interdepartmental Housing Committee, 1981-1988. 
Soil Conservation Off-Campus Program Advisory Committee, 1983-84. 
Advisor, African Students Association, 1983-84. 
Organizer and Convener, Farming Systems Seminar, March 24-25, 1983. 
Instructor, Development Advisory Team Training, January, 1983. 
Advisory Committee, ISU Zambia Agricultural Training, Planning and Institutional 

Development Project, 1982-83. 
Associate Management Trainer, Office of International Cooperation and Development –



USDA Course TC110-4, “Application and Diffusion of Agricultural Research Results to the 
Community Level,” August 23 – October 1, 1982; and August 22 – September 30, 1983.  
The 1982 and 1983 courses provided the opportunity for ISU faculty and staff to interact 
with 18 and 14 international rural development professionals, respectively, during the six 
week course. 

Awards and Scholarship Committee, College of Agriculture, 1982-1985, 1994-98, Chair, 
1996-97. 

Placement Committee, College of Agriculture, 1979/80. 
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
 

Organization Memberships: 
Rural Sociological Society 
Community Development Society 
Midwestern Sociological Society 
Southern Rural Sociological Association 
Society for Applied Sociology 
 

Organization Offices: 
 Rural Sociological Society Publications Committee, 2008-2009. 
     Community Development Society Communications Committee, 2006-2009. 

Rural Sociological Society Representative to American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, Section X, Societal Impacts of Science and 
Engineering, 2001-2004 

Rural Sociological Society, Elected Vice President, 1999/00. 
Community Development Society, Scholarship Trust Board, 1997-2004. 
Society for Applied Sociology, Finance Committee, 1997/98. 
Society for Applied Sociology, Program Committee, 1996/97. 
Rural Sociological Society Representative to American Association for the 

Advancement of Science, Section 0, Agriculture, 1992-95. 
Community Development Society, Certification Council, 1991-93. 
Association of Leadership Educators, Journal Committee, 1992/93. 
Community Development Society, Elected Board Member, 1989-91. 
Rural Sociological Society Nominations Committee, Elected Chair, 1988/89. 
Rural Sociology, Associate Editor, 1988-92. 
Family Community Leadership National Federation Steering Committee, 1988-92. 
Cooperative Extension System National Priority Issue on Water Quality Task 

Force, 1987-89. 
North Central Extension Directors’ Rural Revitalization Task Force, 1986/87. 
National Trust for Historic Preservation, National Board of Advisors, 1986/87. 
Extension Committee on Policy National Community Leadership Network, 1985-

87. 
Rural Sociological Society Program Committee, Chair, 1985/86. 
Rural Sociological Society Council, 1985/86. 
Rural Sociology Society Membership Committee, 1983/84, 1984/85. 
Rural Sociological Society Program Committee, 1982/83. 
 

INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 

Member, Board of Advisors, Baltic Agricultural and Rural Development Initiative, U.S.-Baltic 
Foundation, 1991-93. 



Research Consultant, Adaptive Crop Research and Extension Project, Sierra Leone (in 
country), January 26 – February 16, 1982. 

Participant, Development Advisory Team Training, January 4-8, 1982. 
 

ADMINISTRATION: NORTH CENTRAL REGIONAL CENTER FOR RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

Assistant Director (1983) 
Director (Professor-in-Charge, 1984-1994) 

 
Provided leadership for the regional rural development research and extension 
program. Involved regular and continuing contact with faculty and administrators 
across the 12 state North Central region to determine needs and priorities in rural 
development research and extension and develop the research and extension 
agenda. 
 
Generated regional research and extension work on priority issues. Involved 
administering an annual grants program for research and extension land grant 
faculty in the region. 
  
Facilitated progress and direction of projects. Involved insuring that all Center 
projects were productive by providing guidance and direction to project groups and 
leaders. 
 
Secured and maintained Center support. Involved development of plans of work for 
extension and research that reflected state, regional, and national priorities and 
writing proposals for funding. 
 
Revitalized the organization and mission. Involved working with the Board of 
Directors in establishing Center policy, direction and funding for projects; providing 
regular reports to Extension and Experiment Station directors on activities of the 
Center; developing and maintaining liaisons with relevant USDA organizations and 
other public and private development organizations; and coordinating efforts with the 
other regional rural development centers. 

 
HONOR SOCIETIES 
 

Alpha Kappa Delta, 1997 
Sigma Xi, 1982 
Phi Kappa Phi, 1982 
Gamma Sigma Delta, 1981 
Gamma Theta Upsilon, 1970 
Phi Alpha Theta, 1969 
Phi Theta Kappa, 1966 

 
AWARDS AND HONORS 
 
           Emery S. Bogardus Teaching Award, 2007.  

Certificate of Appreciation for rural development work as Director of the North 
Central Regional Center for Rural Development from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, 1993. 



Certificate of Appreciation for work as Director of the North Central Regional 
Center for Rural Development from the Board of Directors, NCRCRD, and the 
North Central Association of State Agricultural Experiment Station Directors, 
1993. 

Certificate of Appreciation for work on the National Water Quality Initiative Task 
Force from the Cooperative Extension System, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, 1992. 

Distinguished Alumni Award, Department of Sociology, University of Kentucky, 
1991. 

Outstanding Graduate in History, Chadron State College, 1970 
Graduated with Honors, Nebraska Western College, 1967 
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PUBLISHED ABSTRACTS: N = 2 
 
MONOGRAPHS AND REPORTS: N = 45 
 
NON-REFEREED ARTICLES: N = 22 
 
PROFESSIONAL PAPERS: N = 121 (Includes 23 invited papers/presentations) 
 
GRANTS FOR RESEARCH, TRAINING AND OUTREACH 
 
Principle or Co-principle Investigator on projects with over $1,500,000 total in funding 
from the following organizations: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; USDA. Soil 
Conservation Service; USDA Office of International Cooperation and Development; 
Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture; North Central Regional Center for Rural 
Development; Farm Foundation; U.S. Agency for International Development; Iowa 
Agriculture and Home Economics Experiment Station; USDA Fund for Rural America. 
 


