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I Every Home A Safe Home

DID YOU KNOW?

One in every four women will experience domestic violence in
her lifetime.! One in 33 men have experienced an attempted or
completed rape.?

An estimated 1.3 million women are victims of physical assault by
an intimate partner each year.?

The majority (73%) of family violence victims are female. Females
were 84% of spousal abuse victims and 86% of abuse victims at
the hands of a boyfriend.*

The cost of intimate partner violence exceeds $5.8 billion each
year, $4.1 billion of which is for direct medical and mental health
services.’

Boys who witness domestic violence are twice as likely to abuse
their own partners and children when they become adults.®

As in many parts of the country, there are challenges to
combating domestic violence in rural communities in
lowa. Victims often experience isolation and have
limited access to transportation. It is a challenge to
maintain confidentiality in some small, intimate
communities, and funding is more difficult to obtain
without the support of the corporations found in urban
areas.’

Local programs in lowa are underfunded, resulting in
limited staff and resources. The result is an inability to
meet victim requests for emergency shelter, transitional
housing and other non-residential services.

“On November 26, 20006, 21 out of 28 identified local domestic
violence shelters participated in the National Census of Domestic
Violence Services. During the 24 hour period, 325 victims of

domestic violence received housing services from a domestic

violence program, either in emergency shelter or transitional
housing.”

- Staff, Iowa Coalition
Against Domestic Violence’

“There was no referral [to a service provider] in 3,964 (56%) of the
7,047 victims in 2005.”

-Staff, lowa Department of
Public Safety'®

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
FACTS:

IOWA

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND SEXUAL
ASSAULT IN IOWA

There were 7,047 reported cases of domestic
violence in 2005. This is an 8% increase from
2004.1°

Of the 7,047 victims in 2005, 19% were male
and 81% were female. Of the 7,200 offenders,
81% were male and 19% were female.™

41% of the 7,047 victims of domestic abuse in
2005 were between the ages of 20 and 29. 652
of the victims were less than 20 years of age.®
49% of the victims were cohabitants of the
abusers. An additional 26% were the wives of
the abusers.'°

866 forcible rapes were reported in lowa in
2005.™

Domestic and other romantic disputes
accounted for the largest combined category
(34%) of murder circumstances in 2005."°

STATE RESOURCES
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lowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence '
www.icadv.org

The lowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence
(ICADV) provides assistance and education to
programs that serve battered women and their
children in both rural and urban areas.

lowa Coalition Against Sexual Assault'
www.iowacasa.org

The lowa Coalition Against Sexual Assault
(lowaCASA) works to end sexual violence through
policy advocacy, prevention education and training.
lowaCASA has 27 member sexual assault crisis
centers throughout lowa that provide sexual assault
survivors with quality services and programs.

For more information, or to get help, please contact:
lowa Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-942-0333
lowa Sexual Assault Hotline at 1-800-284-7821

The National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE
The National Sexual Assault Hotline at 1-800-656-HOPE

NCADV Public Policy Office - 1633 Q St NW # 210 - Washington, DC 20009 - (202) 745-1211 - Fax: (202) 745-0088 publicpolicy@ncadv.org




DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN IOWA®

zender of Victims by Number and Percent

Men % | Women %] TOTAL
1996 1,033] 168 51300 832 6163
1997 1,097] 16.9 53801 831 6477
1998 1.100) 17.1 5332] 8248 6432
19990 1.190) 17.1 5773] 8248 6563
20000 1,343] 183 6.000] 817 7.343
2001 1,409 180 58921 81.0] 7.401
20021 1,395] 183 6211 817 7.606
2003 1,383] 186 6.043] 81.4] 7.431
2004 1,243] 180 5,283 81.0] 6526
2005 1,364] 194 5,683 806 7.047

DOMESTIC ABUSE: 2005
GENDER OF VICTIM

DOMESTIC ABUSE: 2005
GENDER OF OFFENDER

WOMEN
80.6%

WOMEN
19.4%

MEN
80.6%
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NATIONAL COALITION AGAINST DOMESTIC MEBLE The Public Policy Office of the National Coalition Against Domestic

Violence (NCADV) is a national leader in the effort to create and influence
Federal legislation that positively affects the lives of domestic violence victims
and children. We work closely with advocates at the local, state and national
level to identify the issues facing domestic violence victims, their children and
’h L the people who serve them and to develop a legislative agenda to address these

I Every Home A Safe Home

issues. NCADV welcomes you to join us in our effort to end domestic violence.



IDPH Press Release -- 2/07/2008

New Domestic Violence Figures Released for lowa

Teenagers also report violent relationships

Nearly one-quarter of lowa women have been the victim of domestic violence, according to a
new report in the American Journal of Preventive Medicine. The twelve-month study found
23.1 percent of lowa women and 13.7 percent of lowa men have experienced domestic
violence in their lifetime. Domestic violence is not limited to adults. The most recent figures
indicate 8.3 percent of lowa students reported having been hit by a girlfriend or boyfriend.

"It is a tragedy that so many women do not feel safe in their intimate relationships," said
Binnie LeHew of the lowa Department of Public Health's Disability and Violence Prevention
bureau. "This problem is preventable if communities work together to address the factors that
contribute to domestic violence."

LeHew says prevention messages are most effective when begun in the pre-teen years. lowa
has several model programs being used in schools and other community settings to intervene
with young men and women before they become violent. For example:

o Several Sioux City schools use a program called "MVP" (Mentors in Violence
Prevention) that targets young men to intervene when they witness violence against
women.

o "Safe Dates" is a community program that teaches young people about healthy dating
relationships.

LeHew says neighbors, family or friends often believe what happens to someone else is 'none
of their business.' However, LeHew says victims of domestic violence need support and help,
even if it does not mean immediately leaving the violent relationship. "There are immediate
and long-term safe options," said LeHew. "The most important thing is the safety of the
abuse victim."

The lowa Domestic Abuse Hotline has counselors available around-the-clock at 1-800-942-
0333. Callers can get advice on how to help a friend who they suspect may be abused and
victims of abuse can get information about the safe options available to them.



