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Indisputable points in the immigration debate (Tom Brokaw, NBC News)

In our report on illegal immigration Tuesday night, December 26, at 8 p.m. on NBC, "Tom Brokaw 

Reports: In the Shadow of the American Dream," several points are indisputable:  

•   In many parts of the country immigrants are doing the work Americans no longer want to do, 
especially the hard work of manual labor at construction sites.  

•   In our reporting we discovered that most of them are paid a fair wage — $14.00 an hour for 
an entry level construction job, and that they are paying state and federal taxes through 
withholding. (Sure, some employers pay cash off the books but most we encountered are 
trying to play by the rules).  

•   While local residents are conflicted about the spreading Hispanic culture - language and 
music - they agree the immigrants are very hard workers and in general have good family 
values.  

•   But it is also clear the immigrants are straining the public and health systems without paying 
their fair share.  

•   They live in overcrowded, often sub-standard housing in clear violation of local laws.  
•   They're brazen about acquiring forged documents — from Social Security cards to driver's 

licenses — to get work.  
•   And, most important, this complicated problem won't be solved until Mexico becomes a 

reliable partner in improving its own economy and enforcing the rules at its border.  

We can build a high fence, send illegals back, crack down on employers and it won't end because it is 
about survival and a piece of the American dream, a powerful lure for immigrants from all over the 
world for 200 years. 

It is a growing problem and it requires urgent action in Congress because in the meantime all the 
pressure is on local law enforcement, school and health administrators and employers. 

A sovereign nation must have control of its borders and a great nation must have a systematic, legal 
way of filling its labor needs.  

In an upcoming "Tom Brokaw Reports," airing Tues., Dec. 26 at 8 p.m., Brokaw travels to an unlikely 

place where the debate over illegal immigration is raging — the Colorado Rockies. NBC News spent 

eight months reporting on the myths and truths about illegal immigration in this pristine stretch 

between Aspen and Vail, a historically white population that has seen an influx of thousands of 

Hispanics, mostly from Mexico. The hour-long documentary follows a booming economy attracting 

illegal workers willing to do unskilled labor, questioning what happens to American culture and 

America's laws when hundreds of thousands of people enter the country illegally.
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