
Methodology Concentration 
Reading List for the Preliminary Examination 

 
The graduate program in sociology offers advanced training in qualitative research 

design, data interpretation, and report writing.  We provide training and experiences also in 
exploratory factor analysis, confirmatory factor analysis, second-order factor analysis, factor 
analysis with means structures, structural equation modeling, time-series analysis, and 
analysis of limited dependent variables.  Sociologists employed by other departments at ISU 
offer courses in hierarchical linear modeling and growth curve modeling.  Training in 
statistics is provided by faculty within the Department of Statistics. 
 

Courses Offered in Sociology 
SOC 511: Intermediate Research Methods. 
SOC 512: Advanced Linear and Factor Models. 
SOC 513: Qualitative Research Methods.  
SOC 613: Structural Equation and Latent Variable Models. 

Courses Offered in Statistics 
Stat 401: Statistical Methods for Research Workers. 
Stat 404: Regression for Social and Behavioral Research. 

Courses Offered in Human Development and Family Studies 
HDFS 605: Multi-Level Modeling for Social and Behavioral Sciences 

 
The combined readings from the syllabi for these courses when they were most recently 

offered are an important guide to your preparation for the preliminary examination.  The list 
below includes the core readings from these courses and others of importance to mastering 
the knowledge expected within this concentration area.  Please note that the required list is 
merely a tool to assist you in your studies.  You should not consider the required readings an 
exhaustive list of all that you must know.  In addition to your studies of the materials on the 
reading lists, you should be aware of the developments in methodology in general and within 
your other PhD concentration area.   
 

Reading List 
 
Agresti, A. and B. Finlay.  1984.  Statistical Methods for the Social Sciences, 2nd Edition. 

San Francisco: Dellen.  
Babbie, E.  2009.  The Practice of Social Research, Twelfth Edition.  Belmont, CA: 

Wadsworth Publishers. 
Bollen, K.A.  1989.  Structural Equations with Latent Variables.  NY,NY: John Wiley and 

Sons, Inc. 
Bollen, K.A.  1993.  Testing Structural Equation Models.  Newbury Park, CA: Sage 

Publications, Inc. 
Bryne, B.M.  2001.  Structural Equation Modeling with AMOS.  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence 

Erlbaum Associates Publishers. 
Burawoy, M.  1998.  The Extended Case Method.  Sociological Theory 16:4-33. 
Carmines, E.G. and R.A. Zeller.  1979.  Reliability and Validity Assessment.  Sage University 

Paper Series on Quantitative Applications in the Social Sciences, Series No. 07-017.  
Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications, Inc. 

Charmaz, K. 2006. Constructing Grounded Theory: A Practical Guide Through Qualitative 
Analysis. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
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Couch, S.  A Tale of Three Discourses:  Doing Action Research in a Research Methods 
Class.  Social Problems 51: 146-153.  

DeMaris, Alfred. 1995. A Tutorial in Logistic Regression. Journal of Marriage and the 
Family 57: 956 – 968. 

Devault, M.L.  2006.  Introduction: What is Institutional Ethnography?  Social Problems 
53:294-298. 

Dillman, D.A. 1978.  Mail and Telephone Surveys: The Total Design Method.  NY,NY: John 
Wiley and Sons, Inc. 

Eisenhardt, K.M.  1989.  Building Theories from Case Study Research.  The Academy of 
Management Review 14: 532-550. 

Emerson, R., R. Fretz, and L. Shaw. 1995. Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press.  Chapters 1 and 2. 

Fine, G.A..  1993. Ten Lies of Ethnography:  Moral Dilemmas of Field Research.  Journal of 
Contemporary Ethnography 22: 267-294.   

Glaser, B.  2002.  Constructivist Grounded Theory?” Forum: Qualitative Social Research 3: 
1-10.  Retrieved from: http://www.qualitative-research.net/fqs-texte/3-02/3-02glaser-
e.pdf. 

Goodwin, J. and R. Horowitz.  2002.  Symposium on Methodology in Qualitative Sociology.  
Introduction:  The Methodological Strengths and Dilemmas of Qualitative Sociology.  
Qualitative Sociology 25: 33-47.  

Johnston, John. 1984. Econometric Methods, 3rd Edition.  New York: McGraw-Hill (pp. 
168-181). 

Jöreskog, K. and D. Sörbom.  1995.  LISREL 8.  Chicago: Scientific Software, International. 
Hesse-Biber, S.N. and P. Leavy.  2003.  Approaches to Qualitative Research.  Oxford, UK: 

Oxford University Press. 
Homan, R.  1992.  The Ethics of Open Methods.  British Journal of Sociology 43: 321-332.   
Kesby, M.  2005. Retheorizing Empowerment-Through-Participation as a Performance in 

Space: Beyond Tyranny to Transformation. Signs 30: 2037-2065. 
Khanlou, N. and Peter, E. 2005. Participatory Action Research: Considerations for Ethical 

Review. Social Science & Medicine 60: 2333-2340. 
Kim, J. and C. Mueller.  1978.  Introduction to Factor Analysis.  Sage University Paper 

Series on Quantitative Applications in the Social Sciences, Series No. 07-013.  Newbury 
Park, CA: Sage Publications, Inc. 

Kim, J. and C. Mueller.  1978.  Factor Analysis.  Sage University Paper Series on 
Quantitative Applications in the Social Sciences, Series No. 07-014.  Newbury Park, CA: 
Sage Publications, Inc. 

Kirk, J. and M.L. Miller.  1986.  Reliability and Validity in Qualitative Research.  Sage 
University Paper Series on Qualitative Applications in the Social Sciences, Series No. 1.  
Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications, Inc. 

Loehlin, J.C. 1998. Latent Variable Models: An Introduction to Factor, Path, and Structural 
Analysis, 3rd Edition.  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum (pp. 2-17). 

Lofland, J., D. Snow, L. Anderson, and L. Lofland.  2005.  Analyzing Social Settings (4th 
edition). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 

Naples, N.  2003. Feminism and Method: Ethnography, Discourse Analysis, and Activist 
Research.  New York:  Routledge.  

Neter, J., M.H. Kutner, C.J. Nachtsheim, and W.M. Wasserman. 1996. Applied Linear 
Statistical Models, 4th Edition.  Chicago: Irwin (pp. 126-132 and 772-774). 

Newman, W.L.  2006.  Social Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. 
6th Edition. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.   
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NSF Workshop on the Scientific Foundations of Qualitative Research: General Guidelines 
for Developing Qualitative Research Projects, pp. 9-19. 

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2004/nsf04219/nsf04219.pdf 
Pedhazur, E.J. 1982. "Path Analysis."  Pp. 577-635 in: Multiple Regression in Behavioral 

Research: Explanation and Prediction, 2nd Edition. New York: Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston. 

Pedhazur, E.J. 1997. Multiple Regression in Behavioral Research: Explanation and 
Prediction, 3rd edition.  Fort Worth, TX: Harcourt Brace. 

Raudenbush, S.W. and A.S. Bryk.  2002.  Hierarchical Linear Models: Applications and 
Data Analysis Methods, 2nd Edition.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc. 

Reason, P. 1995. Three Approaches to Participative Inquiry. Chapter 20 in Handbook of 
Qualitative Research, Edited by Norman Denzin and Yvonne Lincoln. New York, NY: 
Sage Publications. 

Salant, P. and D.A. Dillman. 1994. How to Conduct Your Own Survey. NY: Wiley. 
Schweingruber, D. and C. McPhail.  1999.  A Method for Systematically Observing and 

Recording Collective Action.  Sociological Methods and Research 27: 451-498. 
Sullivan, M., R. Bhuyan, K. Senturia, S. Shiu-Thornton, and S. Ciske. 2005. Participatory 

Action Research in Practice: A Case Study in Addressing Domestic Violence in Nine 
Cultural Communities. Journal of Interpersonal Violence 20: 977-975. 

Thorne, B. 1980 'You Still Takin' Notes?' Fieldwork and Problems of Informed Consent. 
Social Problems 27: 284-297.  

Webb, E.J., D.T. Campbell, R.D. Schwartz, and L. Sechrest.  1966.  Unobtrusive Measures: 
Nonreactive Research in the Social Sciences.  Chicago, IL: Rand McNally College 
Publishing Company. 

Weisberg, S. 1985. Applied Linear Regression, 2nd Edition.  New York: Wiley (pp. 133-
146). 

Wolf, D.  1996.  Feminist Dilemmas in Fieldwork.  Boulder, CO:  Westview Press.  
Wonnacott, R.J. and T.H. Wonnacott. 1970. Econometrics.  New York: Wiley (pp. 132-135 

and 190-192). 
Yin, R.K.  1984.  Case Study Research: Design and Methods.  Beverly Hills, CA: Sage 

Publications, Inc. 
 


