Methodology Concentration
Reading List for the Preliminary Examination

The graduate program in sociology offers advanced training in qualitative research
design, data interpretation, and report writing. We provide training and experiences also in
exploratory factor analysis, confirmatory factor analysis, second-order factor analysis, factor
analysis with means structures, structural equation modeling, time-series analysis, and
analysis of limited dependent variables. Sociologists employed by other departments at ISU
offer courses in hierarchical linear modeling and growth curve modeling. Training in
statistics is provided by faculty within the Department of Statistics.

Courses Offered in Sociology
SOC 511: Intermediate Research Methods.
SOC 512: Advanced Linear and Factor Models.
SOC 513: Qualitative Research Methods.
SOC 613: Structural Equation and Latent VVariable Models.
Courses Offered in Statistics
Stat 401: Statistical Methods for Research Workers.
Stat 404: Regression for Social and Behavioral Research.
Courses Offered in Human Development and Family Studies
HDFS 605: Multi-Level Modeling for Social and Behavioral Sciences

The combined readings from the syllabi for these courses when they were most recently
offered are an important guide to your preparation for the preliminary examination. The list
below includes the core readings from these courses and others of importance to mastering
the knowledge expected within this concentration area. Please note that the required list is
merely a tool to assist you in your studies. You should not consider the required readings an
exhaustive list of all that you must know. In addition to your studies of the materials on the
reading lists, you should be aware of the developments in methodology in general and within
your other PhD concentration area.
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