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Sociology of Families Core Reading list 

Note: The following list of readings is not exhaustive and should be used only as a guide for 
preparation for the preliminary exam. Students are encouraged to have face-to-face 
consultations with individual faculty and the POS committee as they prepare. 

Allen, Katherine R. 2000. “A Conscious and Inclusive Family Studies.” Journal of Marriage and 
the Family, 62: 4-17. 

Amato, Paul R. and Danelle D. DeBoer.  2001.  “The Transmission of Marital Instability Across 
Generations: Relationship Skills or Commitment to Marriage?”  Journal of Marriage and 
Family.  63: 1038-1051. 

Amato, Paul R. and Joan G. Gilbreth.  1999.  “Nonresident Fathers and Children’s Well-Being: A 
Meta-Analysis.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family.  61: 557-573. 

Amato, Paul R. and Frieda Fowler.  2002.  “Parenting Practices, Child Adjustment, and Family 
Diversity.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family.  64: 703-716. 

Bianchi, S., MA Milkie, LC Sayer, & JP Robinson.  2000.  Is Anyone Doing the Housework? 
Trends in Gender Division of Household labor.  Social Forces, 791.  Pp 191-228.   

Bianchi, Suzanne M. and Lynne M. Casper. 2000. “American Families.”  Population Bulletin 55, 
no. 4.   Washington, DC: Population Reference Bureau, December 2000. 

 Blackwell, D.L., & D. T. Lichter. (Apr 2000).  Mate selection among married and cohabitating 
couples.  Journal of Family Issues, 21, (3), pp 275-302. 

Booth, Alan, Karen Carver, and Douglas A. Granger.  2000.  “Biosocial Perspective on the Family.”  
Journal of Marriage and the Family.  62: 1018-1034. 

Brines, Julie and Kara Joyner.  1999.  “The Ties that Bind: Principles of Cohesion in Cohabitation 
and Marriage.”  American Sociological Review.  64: 333-355. 

Brown, S. L. (2000). The effect of union type on psychological well-being: Depression among 
cohabitors versus marrieds. Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 41, 241-255.  

Budig, Michelle J. and Paula England.  2001.  “The Wage Penalty for Motherhood.”  American 
Sociological Review.  66: 204-225. 

Bumpass, Larry L., R. Kelly Raley, and James A. Sweet.  1995.  “The Changing Character of 
Stepfamilies: Implications of Cohabitation and Nonmarital Childbearing.”  Demography.  
32: 425-436. 

Buss, David M., Todd K. Shackelford, Lee A. Kirkpatrick, and Randy J. Larsen.  2001.  “A Half 
Century of Mate Preferences: The Cultural Evolution of Values.”  Journal of Marriage and 
the Family.  63: 491-503. 

Cameron, Paul and Kirk Cameron. 1996. “Homosexual Parents.” Adolescence, 31: 757-776. 
Cherlin, A. 1992. Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage. 
 
Cherlin, A. J. 1978. "Remarriage as an Incomplete Institution.” American Journal of 
 Sociology, 84:634-50. 
Cherlin, A. (2004). The deinstitutionalization of American marriage. Journal of Marriage and 
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Family, 66, 848-861.  

Cohan, Catherine L. and Stacey Kleinbaum.  2002.”Toward a Greater Understanding of the 
Cohabitation Effect: Premarital Cohabitation and Marital Communication.”  Journal of 
Marriage and the Family.  64: 180-192. 

Coontz, Stephanie.  The Way We Never Were:  American Families and the Nostalgia Trap. (see 
2000 edition) 

Daly, K. (2004). Family theory versus theory families live by. Journal of Marriage and Family, 65, 
771-784.  

D’Augelli, Anthony R., Grossman, Arnold H. and Michael T. Starks. 2005. “Parents’ Awareness of 
Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Youths’ Sexual Orientation.” Journal of Marriage and the 
Family, 67: 474-482. 

Demo, David H. and Katherine R. Allen. 1996. “Diversity within Lesbian and Gay Families: 
Challenges and Implications for Family Theory and Research.” Journal of Social and 
Personal Relationships, 13: 415-434. 

DeVault, ML.  1991.  Feeding the Family.  The Social Organization of Caring as Gendered Work.  
Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Edin, K., & Lein, L. (1997). Making Ends Meet. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
Eggebeen, David J. and Daniel T. Lichter. 1991. ”Race, Family Structure, and Changing Poverty 

among American Children.” American Sociological Review, 56: 801-817.  or similar 
Faust & McKibben (1999).  Handbook of Marriage and the Family, 2nd ed.  Susman, Steinmetz, & 

Peterson (eds).  NY:  Plenum Press.   
Ferree, Myra Marx. 1990. “Beyond Separate Spheres: Feminism and Family Research.” Journal of 

Marriage and the Family, 52: 866-884. 
Gallagher, S. K., & Smith, C. (1999). Symbolic traditionalism and pragmatic egalitarianism: 

Contemporary evangelicals, families, and gender. Gender and Society, 13, 211-233.  
Ganong, L. H., & Coleman, M. (1999). Changing families, changing responsibilities.  Mahwah, NJ: 

Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.  
Gartrell, Nanette, Banks, Amy, Hamilton, Jean, Reed, Nancy, Bishop, Holly, and Carla Rodas. 

1999. “The National Lesbian Family Study: 2. Interviews with Mothers of Toddlers.” 
American Journal of Othopsychiatry, 69: 362-369. 

Gershoff  & Thomson (2002). Corporal punishment by parents and associated child behaviors and 
experiences: A meta-analytic and theoretical review. Psychological Bulletin, 128, 539-579.  

Glass, Jennifer. 2000. “Envisioning the Integration of Family and Work: Toward a Kinder, Gentler 
Workplace.” Contemporary Sociology, 29: 129-143. 

Goldstein, J. R., & Kenney, C. T. (2001). Marriage delayed or marriage forgone? New cohort 
forecasts of first marriage for U.S. women.  American Sociological Review, 66:506-519.  

Godlscheider, Frances & Sharon Sassler. 2006. “Creating Stepfamilies: Integrating Children into 
the Study of Union Formation.” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 68: 275-291. 

Hawkins, Daniel & Alan Booth. 2005. “Unhappily Ever After: Effects of Long-Term, Low-Quality 
Marriages on Well-being.” Social Forces, 84: 451-471. 
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Hetherington, M. E. (1999). Coping with Divorce, Single Parenting, and Remarriage. Mahwah, NJ: 
Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 
Hochschild, A. 1989.  The Second Shift.  New York:  Viking Penguin. 

Jayakody, Rukmalie, Chatters, Linda M. and Robert J. Taylor. 1993. “Family Support to Single and 
Married African American Mothers: The Provision of Financial, Emotional, and Child Care 
Assistance.” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 55: 261-276. 

Journal of Marriage and Family. (2005). Special issue on theory and methods. Vol. 67, No. 4. 
 
Journal of Marriage and the Family (2000). The Decade in Review. Vol. 62 (whole volume). 
Klien, DM, & J M White.  1996.  Family Theories:  An introduction. New York:  Sage. 
Kohn. M.  1979.  The effects of Social Class on Parental Values.  In The American Family:  Dying 

or Developing?   
Kurdek, Lawrence A. 2001. “Are Gey and Lesbian Cohabiting Couples Really Different from 

Heterosexual Married Couples?” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 66: 880-900. 
Lareau, A.  2004.  Invisible Inequality:  Social Class and Childrearing in Black and White Families. 

ASR 67, 5, pp. 747-776. 
Larson, RW & DM Almeida. 1999. Emotional transmission in the daily lives of families:  A New 

paradigm for studying family process.  JMF, 61 (1) 5-20. 
Lavee, Yoav and Ruth Katz.  2002.  “Division of Labor Perceived Fairness, and Marital Quality: 

The Effect of Gender Ideology.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family.  64: 27-39. 
Lichter, Daniel T. and David J. Eggebeen. 1994. “The Effect of Parental Employment on Child 

Poverty.” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 56: 633-645. 
Lichter, Daniel T. and Nancy S. Landale. 1995. “Parental Work, Family Structure, and Poverty 

among Latino Children.” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 57: 346-354.  
Malone, Kareen and Rose Cleary. 2002. “(De)Sexing the Family.” Feminist Theory, 3: 271-293. 
Martin, Steven P. & Sangeeta Parashar. 2006. “Women’s Changing Attitudes toward Divorce, 

1974-2002: Evidence for an Educational Crossover.” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 68: 
29-40. 

Mancini, Jay A. and Rosemary Blieszner. 1989. “Aging Parents and Adult Children: Research 
Themes in Intergenerational Relations.” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 51: 275-290. 

Manning, W. D. (2002). The implications of cohabitation for children's well-being. In A. Booth & 
A. C. Crouter (Eds.) Just living together: Implications for children, families, and public policy 
(Pp. 121-152). Mahweh, NJ: Lawrence-Erlbaum. 

McAdoo, Harriet P. (1996). Black Families (3rd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
McLanahan, S., & Sandefur, G. 1994. Growing up with a Single Parent.  
McLeod, Jane D. and Michael J. Shanahan. 1993. “Poverty, Parenting, and Children’s Mental 

Health.” American Sociological Review, 58: 351-366. 
Mirowsky J, & C E. Ross. 1999. Economic hardship across the life course. ASR. 64, 4.548-560. 
Mortimer, J. T., & Shanahan, M. J. (2004). Handbook of the Life Course. NY: Springer. 
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Nock, Steven L. 1998. Marriage in Men’s Lives.  NY: Oxford University Press. 
Osmond, M.W., & Thorne, B. (1993). Feminist theories: The social construction  

of gender in families and society (pp. 591-623). In P.G. Boss, W.J. Doherty,  
R. La Rossa, W.R. Schumm, & S.K. Steinmetz. Sourcebook of family methods and  
theories. New York: Plenum Press 

Patterson, Charlotte J. 2000. “Family Relationships of Lesbians and Gay Men.” Journal of 
Marriage and the Family, 62: 1052-1069. 

Popenoe, David. 1993. “American Family Decline, 1960-1990: A Review and Appraisal.” 
Journal of Marriage and the Family, 55 (3), 527-542. 

Glenn, Norval D. 1993. “A Plea for Objective Assessment of the Notion of Family Decline” 
Journal of Marriage and the Family, 55(3), 542-544. 

Cowan, Philip A. 1993. “The Sky Is Falling, but Popenoe's Analysis Won't Help Us Do Anything 
About It.” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 55(3), 548-553. 

Stacey, Judith. 1993. “Good Riddance to "The Family": A Response to David Popenoe.” Journal of 
Marriage and the Family, 55(3), 545-547. 

Popenoe, David. 1993. “The National Family Wars.” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 55(3), 
553-555. 

Raley, Sara B., Mattingly, Marybeth J., and Suzanne M. Bianchi. 2006. “How Dual Are Dual-
Income Couples? Documenting Change from 1970 to 2001.” Journal of Marriage and the 
Family, 68: 11-28. 

Rindfuss, Ronald R. and Audrey Vandenheuvel.  1990.  “Cohabitation: A Precursor to Marriage or 
an Alternative to Being Single?”  Population and Development Review.  16: 703-726. 
Skolnik, A. 1991. Embattled Paradise: The American Family in an Age of  

Uncertainty. New York: Basic Books. 
Smock, Pamela J.  2000.  “Cohabitation in the United States: An Appraisal of Research Themes, 

Findings, and Implications.”  Annual Review of Sociology.  26: 1-20. 
Stacey, J. (1993). Brave new families: Stories of domestic upheaval in the  

late twentieth century America. New York: Basic Books 
Stacey, J. (1996). In the name of the family: Rethinking family values in the  
  postmodern age. Boston: Beacon Press. 
Stacey, Judith and Timothy J. Biblarz. 2001. “(How) Does the Sexual Orientation of Parents 

Matter?” American Sociological Review, 66, 159-183 
Stets, Jan E. 1990. “Verbal and Physical Aggression in Marriage.” Journal of Marriage and the 

Family, 52: 501-514. 
Stewart, S. D. (1999a). Disneyland dads, Disneyland moms? How nonresident parents spend time 

with absent children.  Journal of Family Issues, 20, 539-56. 
Stewart, S. D. (2002). The effect of stepchildren on childbearing intentions and births. 

Demography, 39, 181-197. 

Stewart, S. D. (2005). Boundary ambiguity in stepfamilies. Journal of Family Issues, 26:1002-
1029.  

Stewart. S.D. (2007). Brave new stepfamilies: Diverse paths toward stepfamily living. Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Sage.  

Straus, M. (2001). Beating the Devil out of them (2nd Ed.). New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction 
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Sullivan, Maureen. 2004. The Family of Woman: Lesbian Mothers, Their Children, and the 
Undoing of Gender. Berkeley: The University of California Press. 

Surra, Catherine A.  Year.  “Research and Theory on Mate Selection and Premarital Relationships 
in the 1980s.”  In Contemporary Families. 

Swidler, A. (2001). Talk of Love. Chicago: University of Chicago. 
Thomson, E. T., Hanson, T., & McLanahan S. S. (1994). Family structure and child well-being: 

Economic resources vs. parent socialization. Social Forces, 73, 221-242.   
Thorne, B., & Yalom, M. (1992). Rethinking the family: Some feminist  
questions. Boston: Northeastern University Press. 
Thornton, Arland and Linda Young-DeMarco.  2001.  “Four Decades of Trends in Attitudes 

Toward Family Issues in the United States: The 1960s Through the 1990s.”  Journal of 
Marriage and the Family.  63: 1009-1037. 

Tsushima, Teresa. 1999. “Levels, Agency, and Control in the Parent Identity.” Social Psychology 
Quarterly, 62: 173-189. 

Umberson, Debra, Williams, Kristi, Powers, Daniel A., Liu, Hui, and Belinda Needham. 2006.  
“You Make Me Sick: Marital Quality and Health over the Life Course.” Journal of Health and 
Social Behavior, 47: 1-16. 

Vemer, Elizabeth, Marily Coleman, Lawrence H. Ganong, and Harris Cooper.  1989.  “Marital 
Satisfaction in Remarriage: A Meta-Analysis.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family.  51: 713-725. 
Waite, L.J. (2000). The Ties that Bind. New York: Aldine De Gruyter. 
Wilcox, W. Bradford & Steven L. Nock. 2006. “What’s Love Got to Do with It?  Equality, Equity, 

Commitment and Women’s Marital Quality.” Social Forces, 84: 1321-1345. 
 
 
 


