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Opportunity, and Routine Activity Theories 
Cohen, Lawrence and Marcus Felson. 1979. “Social Change and Crime Rate  

Trends: A Routine Activity Approach.” American Sociological Review 44:588-
607. 

Lauritsen, Janet, Robert Sampson and John Laub. 1991. “The Link Between  
Offending and Victimization Among Adolescents.” Criminology 29(2):265-91. 

Social Disorganization Theory 
Sampson, Robert and W. Byron Groves. 1989. “Community Structure and Crime: 

Testing Social-Disorganization Theory.” American Journal of Sociology 94(4): 
774-802. 

Sampson, Robert and Stephen Raudenbush. 1999. “Systematic Social Observation of 
Public Spaces: A New Look at Disorder in Urban Neighborhoods.” The American 
Journal of Sociology 105(3):603-51. 

Kubrin, Charis and Ronald Weitzer. 2003. “New Directions in Social Disorganization  
Theory.” Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 40 (4):374-402. 

Shaw, Clifford R. and Henry D. McKay. 1942. Juvenile Delinquency and Urban Areas.  
Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Anomie Theory / Institutional-Anomie Theory 
Merton, Robert K. 1938. “Social Structure and Anomie.” American Sociological Review  

3:672-82. 
Messner, Steven F. and Richard Rosenfeld. 1997. Crime and the American dream, 2nd  

ed. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 
Chamlin, Mitchell and John Cochran. 1995. “Assessing Messner and Rosenfeld’s 

Institutional Anomie Theory: A Partial Test.” Criminology 33:411-29. 
Maume, Michael and Matthew T. Lee. 2003. “Social Institutions and Violence: A  

Subnational Test of Institutional-Anomie Theory.” Criminology 4:1137-72. 
General Strain Theory (GST) 
Agnew, Robert. 1992. “Foundation for a General Strain Theory of Crime and  
  Delinquency.” Criminology 30:47-87. 
Broidy, Lisa M. and Robert Agnew. 1997. “Gender and Crime: A General Strain  

Theory Perspective.” Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 34:275-306. 
Agnew, Robert. 2001. “Building on the Foundation of General Strain Theory: Specifying  

the Types of Strain Most Likely to Lead to Crime and Delinquency.” Journal of  
Research in Crime and Delinquency 38:319-61. 

Differential Association Theory (Social Learning Theory)  
Sutherland, Edwin H. and Donald R. Cressey. 1974. Criminology. New York: J.B.  

Lippincott. 
Matsueda, Ross L. 1982. Testing Control and Differential Association: A Causal  

Modeling Approach. American Sociological Review 47:489-504. 
Warr, Mark and Mark Stafford. 1991. “The Influence of Delinquent Peers: What  

They Think or What They Do?” Criminology 29:851-66. 
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Akers, Ronald L. 1998. Social Learning and Social Structure: A General Theory of  
Crime/Deviance. Boston: Northeastern University Press. 

Matsueda, Ross and Kathleen Anderson. 1998. “The Dynamics of Delinquency  
Peers and Delinquent Behavior.” Criminology 36:269-308. 

Labeling Theory 
Becker, H. 1963. Outsiders: Studies in the Sociology of Deviance. NY: Free Press. 
Braithwaite, John. 1989. Crime, shame, and reintegration. Cambridge University Press.    
Matsueda, Ross. 1992. “Reflected Appraisals, Parental Labeling, and Delinquency: 

Specifying a Symbolic Interactionist Theory.” American Journal of Sociology 97 
(6): 1577-1611. 

Control Theory 
Wiatrowski, Michael and David Griswold and Mary Roberts. 1981. “Social Control 

Theory and Delinquency.” American Sociological Review 46:525-41. 
Agnew, Robert. 1991. “A Longitudinal Test of Social Control Theory and Delinquency.”  

Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 28:126-56. 
Agnew, Robert. 1993. “Why Do They Do It? An Examination of the Intervening  

Mechanisms Between Social Control Variables and Delinquency.” Journal of 
Research in Crime and Delinquency 30:245-66. 

Wright, John Paul and Francis T. Cullen. 2001. “Parental Efficacy and Delinquent 
Behavior: Do Control and Support Matter?” Criminology 39:677-705. 

Self-Control Theory 
Hirschi, Travis. 1969. Causes of delinquency. Berkeley, CA: University of California  

Press. 
Gottfredson, Michael R. and Travis Hirschi. 1990. A General Theory of Crime.  

Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 
Hay, Carter. 2001. “Parenting, Self-Control, and Delinquency: A Test of Self-Control  

Theory.” Criminology 39:707-736. 
Pratt, Travis C. and Francis T. Cullen. 2000. “The Empirical Status of Gottfredson and  

Hirschi’s general Theory of Crime: A Meta-Analysis.” Criminology 38:931-64. 
Life-course Criminology  
 Wolfgang, Marvin E., Robert M. Figlio, and Thorsten Sellin. 1972. Delinquency in a  

Birth Cohort. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Sampson, Robert and John Laub 1990. “Crime and Deviance over the Life Course: The  

Salience of Adult Social Bonds.” American Sociological Review 55(5):609-27. 
Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub. 1993. Crime in the Making: Pathways and  

Turning Points Through Life. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
Sampson, Robert J., Stephen W. Raudenbush, and Felton Earls. 1997. “Neighborhoods  

and Violent Crime: A Multilevel Study of Collective Efficacy.” Science 277:918-
24. 

Warr, Mark. 1998. “Life Course Transitions and Desistance from Crime.” Criminology  
36:183-216. 

Giordano, Peggy, Stephen A. Cernkovich and Donna D. Holland. 2003. “Changes In  
Friendship Relations over the Life-Course: Implications for Desistance from 
Crime.” Criminology 41 (2):293-327. 

Laub, John H. and Robert J. Sampson. 2003. Shared Beginnings, Divergent Lives.  
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
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Delisi, Matt. 2005. Career Criminals in Society. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
 
Bio-psychological Theories (Biological Theories) 
Moffitt, Terrie 1997. “Adolescence-Limited and Life-Course-Persistent Offending: A  

Complementary Pair of Development Theories.” Ch. 1 in Developmental Theories 
of Crime and Delinquency, edited by T. Thornberry. New Brunswick, NJ: 
Transaction.  

Raine, Adrian. 1993. The Psychopathology of Crime: Criminal Behavior as a Clinical  
Disorder. San Diego, CA: Academic. 

Vaughn, Michael G., Matt DeLisi, Kevin M. Beaver, and John Paul Wright. 2009.  
“Identifying Latent Classes of Behavioral Risk Based on Early Childhood: 
Manifestations of Self-Control.” Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice 7(1):16-31.  

DeLisi, Matt, Andy Hochstetler, George E. Higgins, Kevin M. Beaver, and Christine M.  
Graeve. (Forthcoming/2008). Toward a General Theory of Criminal Justice: Low 
Self-Control and Offender Noncompliance. Criminal Justice Review 33(2):141-
58.  

Raine, Adrian. 2002. “Annotation: The Role of Prefrontal Deficits, Low Autonomic 
Arousal, and Early Health Factors in the Development of Antisocial and 
Aggressive Behavior in Children.” Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry 
43(4): 417-34. 

Beaver, Kevin M., John Paul Wright, Matt DeLisi, and Michael G. Vaughn. 2008.  
Genetic Influences on the Stability of Low Self-Control: Results from a 
Longitudinal Sample of Twins. Journal of Criminal Justice 36:478-85. 

Beaver, Kevin M., John Paul Wright, and Matt DeLisi. Delinquent Peer Group  
Formation: Evidence of a Gene X Environment Correlation. The Journal of 
Genetic Psychology 169(3):227-44. 

Kevin M. Beaver, Matt DeLisi, Michael G. Vaughn, and John Paul Wright.  
(Forthcoming). "The Intersection of Genes and Neurological Deficits in the 
Prediction of Adolescent Delinquency and Low Self-Control." International 
Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology. 

Race and Inequality  
Blau, Judith and Peter Blau. 1982. “The Cost of Inequality: Metropolitan Structure and  

Crime.” American Sociological Review 47:114-29. 
Short, James F. 1997. Poverty, ethnicity, and violent crime. Boulder, CO: Westview. 
Public Policy  
Wilson, James Q. 1983. Thinking About Crime, revised edition. New York: Vintage. 
Reiss, Albert J. and Jeffrey A. Roth. 1994. Understanding and Preventing Violence,  

Volumes 1-4. Washington, DC: National Academy Press. 
Sherman, Lawrence W. 1997. Preventing Crime: What Works, What Doesn’t, What’s  

Promising? Washington, DC: U. S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice 
Programs, National Institute of Justice. http://www.ncjrs.org/works/ 

Wilson, James Q. and Joan Petersilia. 2002. Crime: Public Policies for Crime Control.  
Oakland, CA: ICS. 

Mosher, Calyton J., Terance D. Miethe, and Dretha M. Phillips. 2002. The Mismeasure of  
Crime. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
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Annotated Readers 
Agnew, Robert. 2005. Why Do Criminals Offend?: A General Theory of Crime and  

Delinquency. Los Angeles, CA: Roxbury. 
Cullen, Francis T. and Robert Agnew. 2006. Criminological Theory Past and Present:  

Essential Readings, 3rd ed. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Cullen, Francis T., John Paul Wright, and Kristie R. Blevins, eds. 2006. Taking Stock:  

The Status of Criminological Theory. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction.  
Flannery, Daniel J., Alexander T. Vazsonyi, and Irwin D. Waldman. 2007. The  

Cambridge Handbook of Violent Behavior and Aggression. New York: 
Cambridge University Press.  

Katz, Jack. 1988. Seductions of Crime. New York: Basic. 
Piquero, Alex and Paul Mazerolle. 2001. Life-Course Criminology: Contemporary and  

Classic Readings. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 
Vold, George B., Thomas J. Bernard, and Jeffrey B. Snipes. 2002. Theoretical  

Criminology, 5th ed. New York: Oxford University Press. 


