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Farmland in Iowa

• Land in farms - 33 million acres, 91% 
– Crops 27 million acres, 82% 

– Pasture 1.4 million acres, 4.4% 

– Woodlands 1.3 million acres, 4% 

– House lots, ponds, roads 1.6 million ac., 4.8% 

– CRP/WRP 1.8 million acres, 5.2% 

What farmers do and don’t do matters, a lot

Courtesy of USDA/NRCS
Courtesy of USDA/NRCS

Courtesy of USDA/NRCS Courtesy of USDA/NRCS
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Do farmers care about wildlife?

Support for Wildlife Research and Extension
• 1983: Support for more research on natural 

resource conservation - 70 percent; fish, wildlife, 
and native forests - 49 percent 

• 1996: Maintain or increase Extension emphasis 
on soil, water, and other natural resources 
conservation – 87 percent

Percentage using selected wildlife-friendly practices, 1990

• Avoid mowing grass waterways until late summer to allow birds to nest: 62%
• Delay mowing fields/ditches until July 1 to avoid destroying birds’ nests: 59%
• Planted grass buffer strips around crop field for wildlife and soil protection: 45%
• Have protected grass strips along any stream flowing through my property: 45%
• Leave brushy and weedy fencerows at least 3 feet wide: 44%
• Have a pond used by fish and wildlife: 30%
• Burn ditches only once every 3 years or on a rotating basis: 26%
• Leave some corn rows standing for winter food for wildlife: 15%
• Have fenced pond so that livestock cannot wade in it: 15%
• Have planted food plots specifically for wildlife: 13%
• Have planted shrubs to provide food and cover for wildlife: 12%
• Have protected or restored wetland for use by wildlife: 12%
• Have a field window with at least 3 rows of trees and shrubs: 9%
• Have planted CRP acres to trees for wildlife: 4%
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Importance of Trees, 1992

424414Supply lumber for on-farm use

315316Provide firewood for home heating

245521Produce quality sawlogs

155629Offer outdoor recreational opportunities

64549
Improve the appearance of Iowa 

landscape

53956
Protect surface water in streams and 

lakes

43759Provide cover and food for wildlife

33265Protect soil from erosion

32770Act as pollution filter to purify air

Not 
Important

Somewhat 
Important

Very
Important

n=2,370

Benefits of Woodland Ownership, 1992

83143

Source of income from sale of 
timber/firewood

503217Source of firewood for own use

403822Place to hunt

123949Soil protection

163450

Habitat for watching wildlife, including 
birds

Not
Important

Somewhat
Important

Very
Importantn=2,370
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Percentage Participating in Wildlife-Related Activities: 
1990 (n~2240) - 2000 (n~2950)
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Percentage Participating in Multiple Wildlife-Related Activities: 1990 
(n=2196), 2000 (n=2952) 
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Paired T-Tests: Participation in Wildlife-Related Activities: 1990, 2000*, 
(n=~550)

28.6%

34.5%

53.6%

33.7%

42.0%

26.9%

42.0%

14.2%

6.6%

69.9%
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* All differences P<.01

Hunting

Fishing

Birdwatching

Photography

Multiple Activities

Attitudes Regarding Wildlife: 1990 (n=2270)
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44
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25
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13

47
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100
%

Farmers should be paid by the
government to save habitat for wildlife

Financial incentives would encourage
me to do more for wildlife on my farm

Farmers should reduce pesticide use
that is harmful to wildlife

Game wildlife species are more
important to me than non-game

wildlife

The presence of wildlife on my farm is
important to me

Wildlife have as much right to exist on
this land as I do

Agree

Disagree

Uncertain
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Attitudes Regarding Wildlife: 2000 (n=3000)
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Financial incentives would encourage
me to do more for wildlife on my farm

Farmers should be paid by the
government to save habitat for wildlife

Farmers should reduce pesticide use
that is harmful to wildlife

Game wildlife species are more
important to me than non-game wildlife

The presence of wildlife on my farm is
important to me

Wildlife have as much right to exist on
this land as I do

Agree

Disagree

Uncertain

Paired T-Tests: Attitudes Regarding Wildlife: 1990, 2000 (n=560)
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Farmers should be paid by the government to
save habitat for wildlife**

Financial incentives would encourage me to
do more for wildlife on my farm**

Farmers should reduce pesticide use that is
harmful to wildlife**

Game wildlife species are more important to
me than non-game wildlife*

The presence of wildlife on my farm is
important to me

Wildlife have as much right to exist on this
land as I do**

Differences significant at * p<.05; ** P<.01

1990

2000
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Wildlife Attitudes and Gross Farm Income: 2000 (n=2830)
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Financial incentives would encourage
me to do more for wildlife on my farm

Farmers should be paid by the
government to save habitat for wildlife

Farmers should reduce pesticide use
that is harmful to wildlife**

Game wildlife species are more
important to me than non-game

wildlife**

The presence of wildlife on my farm is
important to me**

Wildlife have as much right to exist on
this land as I do**

Difference Significant at *p<.05, **p<.01

<100K

>100k

Attitudes on Wildlife and Percent of Income from Farming: 
2000 (n=2910)
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Farmers should be paid by the
government to save habitat for wildlife

Financial incentives would encourage
me to do more for wildlife on my farm*

Farmers should reduce pesticide use
that is harmful to wildlife**

Game wildlife species are more
important to me than non-game wildlife

The presence of wildlife on my farm is
important to me*

Wildlife have as much right to exist on
this land as I do**

Difference Significant at *p<.05, **p<.01
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Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) Lands

Courtesy of USDA/NRCS

Courtesy of USDA/NRCS

• In many ways, some of 
the most substantial 
wildlife areas in Iowa

• 1.8 million acres
• Wetlands, buffers, 

trees, various wildlife 
habitat improvement 
practices
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CRP Under Pressure
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Conversion of CRP to Crops, 
Next Five Years (2007, n=1,016)

Definitely Not
39%

Probably Not
36%

Undecided
16%

Yes, Probably
7%

Yes, Definitely
2%
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Percentage Planning to Convert CRP Acreage, 
Next Five Years (2007)

70

90.6

30

9.4

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

CRP contract
holders (n=320)

Full Sample
(n=1,016)

Will convert

Will not
convert

Potential Magnitude of Conversion?

Scenario one
• 9 percent of Iowa farmers = ~8000
• 42 acres on average
• ~350,000 acres : 19 percent

Scenario two
• 30 percent of CRP contract holders whose contracts will 

expire w/in 5 years = ~15,800
• 42 acres on average
• ~665,000 acres : 36 percent
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Plan to convert CRP next 5 years, by County

Lyon

Sioux

Plymouth

Woodbury

Montgomery

Harrison

Monona

Pottawattamie

Mills

Fremont Page Taylor Ringgold Decatur Wayne Appanoose Davis

Adams Union Clarke Lucas Monroe Wapello Jefferson

Van Buren

Lee

Henry
Des

Moines

Cass Adair Madison Warren Marion Mahaska Keokuk Washington

Louisa

Muscatine

Scott

Cedar

Clinton

JacksonJonesLinn

Johnson

Osceola

O'Brien

Cherokee

Ida

Dickinson

Clay

Buena Vista
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Pocahontas
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Crawford

Shelby Audubon

Carroll

Calhoun

Greene

Guthrie
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Dallas Polk Jasper Poweshiek Iowa

Tama Benton
Story Marshall

Hamilton Hardin Grundy

Black Hawk Buchanan Delaware Dubuque

Wright Franklin Butler Bremer
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Winneshiek AllamakeeWinnebago

Hancock
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Cerro Gordo
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5+ CRP Conversions

Ethanol and the Environment, 2007

19%

24%

29%

25%

54%

50%

21%

27%

2%

3%

4%

9%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Higher profits related to ethanol  will benefit soil
conservation

Increased ethanol production will have a
negative impact on water quality

Biomass such as switchgrass will increase
wildlife habitat

Corn-on-corn rotation is not good for the
environment

Removing corn stover for ethanol production
will increase soil erosion

Bringing marginal land into grain production will
reduce habitat for wildlife

Agree

Strongly
Agree
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Cellulosic Ethanol?
DOE 1.3 Billion Ton Study

Cellulosic Feedstock?
Polyculture or Monoculture?
• Historical trends suggest monoculture
• So does current technology – enzymes differ by plant 

material, monoculture preferable
Warning: extension of productivist, monoculture agriculture 

into “marginal” areas likely

Courtesy of USDA/NRCS
Courtesy of USDA/NRCS
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Questions?Questions?

Thank You!

Photo Courtesy of USDA NRCS

You want me to 
do what?!

Photo courtesy of Tom Daily, Missouri 
Department of Conservation

Eternal Question: 
Farmers supportive of 
wildlife initiatives in 
principle, how to 
translate into 
widespread behavior?

Thank You!

Photo Courtesy of USDA NRCS


